To: 
Dr. Sandra Terrell, Associate Dean

Toulouse School of Graduate Studies

From: 
Dr. Lynn Eubank

Division of Linguistics

Date:
April 10, 2001

re:
performance of Ahmed Al-Kalihari

I understand from Dr. Sims that Ahmed Al-Kalihari's score on the analytical subtest was below that required by the university for admission to Linguistics master's program. I would like to suggest that Mr. Al-Kalihari's score does not accurately represent his analytical ability.

Mr. Al-Kalihari was enrolled in my graduate-level course in abnormal language acquisition during the spring semester. For the course, Mr. Al-Kalihari wrote a paper in which he examined the rogue grammars proposed by Finer & Broselow (1991) and the grammatical periphery that Chomsky (1981) excludes from serious treatment. As most of the other students enrolled in the course did, Mr. Al-Kalihari noted that both rogues and the periphery fall outside of the mental grammars of native speakers. However, unlike the others, Al-Kalihari showed that this similarity only goes so far, and that one must examine the difference between them as well. In particular, Al-Kalihari demonstrated that while rogue grammars always violate the universal grammatical principles of Universal Grammar (UG), the periphery may comprise some material that violates UG and other material that falls within UG (even though it is outside of the native speaker's grammar). This finding is significant because it indicates that researchers should perhaps pay heed not just to rogue grammars, but also to the periphery. 

My experience with Al-Kalihari is, then, that he displays an analytical ability with abstract material that is quite outstanding. Surely, then, his low score on the analytical subsection of the GRE does not adequately represent his capacity. 

If you have any questions about Al-Kalihari's analytical ability or about his performance in my course, please feel free to contact me.

